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Hanks  Family 


Correspondence 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


71,  zooi  O^S.  OSS77 


February  35,  1938 


C.  IU  Calloway 
Hilton,  Ind. 

%  dear  Mr.  Qraiovifay: 

■        _  I  wap  very  ^Lad  to  receive 

tne  information  in  your  letter  which  utatea 
that  a  Mr,  Napier  lining  in  your  town  ie  a 
distant  relative  of  Nanoy  Hanka.    I  wish  vcu 
wouli  hwu  him,  write  me  about  the  connection. 

_       It  a  a  evident  from  the  name©  in  your  bulletin 
that  youo  ar  living  in  a  KentUcly  colony  olouely 
aeadolated  with  the  Tinoolno  in  Ky.  and  Virginia. 

You  family  namev|U  oloaely  aaucoi'ased  with  the 
Boone©  who  were  related  to  the  Lincolne.  other 
names  which  art  familiar  to  me  are    Bryant,  Caldwell 
Crawford  and  Hobeaon. 

I  hope  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  to 
visit  your  joatiunity  in  the  not  far  distant  future 
and  meat  aome  of  theae  people, 

I  have  sent  the  olrder  for  your  book  on  the 
the  century  Colony  of  ?Tew  York.    They  do  not 
alio,;  me  to  handle  them. 

If  you  do  not  receive  it  in  a  reasonable  time 
please  notify  »ae. 


Sincerely 


r 


v., 


K30 


^  — A/ — '^HiS?,..^^  *  ^   \^N^~^        —  — ■ — 
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■ — t  — > 
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October  2Q,  1333 


Mr.  Alton  H,  Wyatt 
Knoxvllle,  Iowa 

My  dear  Mr*  IQratt: 

This  foundation  with  which  1  sua 
associated  has  recently  taken  over  the  Hanks  inanu- 
scripte  formerly  in  possession  of  Mrs.  Caroline  Hitch- 
cock, with  the  intention  of  preparing  them  for  publi- 
cation. 

I  find  year  assae  in  the  correspondence 
and  I  am  very  anxious  to  locate  an  old  bible  fonaerly  in 
possession  of  Mrs.  Mary  Hanks  Craig.     She  was  a  sister 
of  Milton  Hanks,  year  grandfather,  and  at  the  tim  she 
wrote  Mrs.  Hitchcock  she  had  in  her  possession  the  old 
Elijah  Hanks  bible. 

Slijah  was  the  father  of  Sydnor  Dale 
Hanks  and  this  -  eld  hook  gave  seas  farther  data  with 
respect  to  the  earlier  Hanks  fas&ly,  which  Irs.  Craig 
could  not  interpret. 

X  should  like  very  such  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  see  this  old  bible  if  it  can  be  found. 

Respectfully  yours, 


LAS  ill, 


Birector, 

Idncoln  Historical  Research  Foundation. 


THE    HANKS  FAMILY 

BY 

ALDEN  H.  WYATT 
KNOXVILLE,  IOWA 

0>ct.29,i928 


The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co., 
Ft.  Wayne,  Inc. 

Gentlemen:  Attention  Mr. L .A.Warren. 

Your  letter  of  October  26th  received  and  will  say 
that  I  dcTnot  know  where  to  start.  I  take  it  from  your  letter 
that  the  only  Hanks  family  that  you  are  interested  in  is  the 
one  Lincoln  belongs  to.  I  have  compiled  a  lot  of  data  on  the 
Hanks  family,  the  one  that  I  belong  to  ana  it  is  the  same  one 
A  Lincoln  belong  to.     I  have  found  some  three  different  Hanks 
families  in  the  U.S.  and  they  all  came  over  at  different  times. 

The  family  that  Mrs.  Hitchcock  belong  to  is  not  the 
family  that  Lincoln  mother  came  from.  The  family  that  Nancy 
Hanks  came  from  was  in  this  country  fifty  years  before  this^ 
family  ever  came  to  Mass.  Mrs.  Hitchcock  made  a  very  nice  story 
out  of  it  and  got  her  names  and  dates  all  mixed  up.  In  oroer  to 
make  her  story  good  she  usea  a  family  by  the  name  of  Hawks,  that 
looked  very  much  like  Hanks.  If  you  will  look  up  Er.  William  E. 
Barton  story  of  Lincoln  mother  in  June  25,1937  issue  of  The 
Dearborn  Independent,  you  will  see  that  he  found  the  same  thing 
that  I  did,  when  I  started  my  research  a  number  of  years  ago. 

If  you.  want  to  take  up  just  A.Lincoln  mother  family 
of  H*nks  ^our  manuscript  will  be  of  no  value  to  you.  In  fact 
sh«  tried" to  sell  it  to  me  a  few  years  ago  and  I  found  that  I 
couno  not  use  it  as  it  was  not  the  Hanks  family  that  I  wanted. 

Nancy  Hanks  mother  of  Lincoln,  family  came  from 
Malmesbury    England  some  time  about  1653  and  settled  in 
Richmond  County  Va.  and  some  of  the  family  has  been  continuously 
residents  ever  since.  The  first  Hanks  was  a  Thomas  Hanks  and  I 
can  give  you  data  on  the  family  down  to  Nancy  Hanks, Lincoln 
mot haE . 

The  old  Hanks  bible  that  you  ask  about  can  be  found 
in  Indiana.  I  have  a  copy  of  the  records  and  it  is  John  Hanks 
not  Elijah,  however  Elijah  Hanks  name  is  m  the  bible. #ihe 
father  of  Sydnior  Dale  Hanks  was  John  Hanks  ana  he  married 
Susan  Dale  in  Virginia; ^b*^ct~  VJ  f0  \ 

I  have  a  proposition  to  make  you,  I  will  give  you  all 
my  cist  a, -as*  names  and  places  where  to  get  all  records  tnat  I 
have  not  received  yet.     For  two  copies  of  the  book  when  you 
get  it  published, or  a  copy  of  the  records  if  you  do  not  publish  it 

I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you  at  any  time  ana 
give  you  any  information  that  I  have. 


Very  truly  yours, 


Nov  outer  1,  1938 


Mr.  Alden  H.  Wyatt 
Haoisvdlle,  Iowa 

dear  i2r.  'fyattj 

I  was  very  glad  to  hear  from  you  aad 
learn  that  you  had  made  some  researches  o»  the  history 
of  the  Hanks  Family;  ■ 

lor  stvsral  years  I  hsve  been  copping  Baufcb  records 
in  Virginia,  KentudEy  said  Indiana,  with  the  indention 
of  some  day  patting         in  print.  Tifh  the  secteing 
of  Mrs.  Hitchcock®  records  w  parpose  has  been  hastened 
•o  that  I  have  recently  been  caviling  facts  with  the 
▼lew  to  publication. 

My  purpose  is  to  casks  the  Ranks  Genealogy  a  companion 
boofc  to  the  Lincoln  Genealogy  #iich  has  been  so  sell  done 
by  Waldo  Lincoln  of  Worcester,  Mass* 

fhsrapvefpssl  you  make  villi  reference  to  my  use  of  the 
data  -Jiieh  you  have  gathered  is  very  generous  indeed  ■*£ 
I  shall  %e  Tory  glad  to  enter  into  the  agreement  that  you 
to  receive  gratis  two  copies  of  the  Gea&alcsy  sshen  itv 
appears, and  4?s#here  should  be  any  unforseen  barrier  to 
the  p^ljcc^tiqii  of  tho  hook  ,  you  ere  to  have  a  typewritten 

copy  Of  Tr" 

Upon  the  receipt  of  the  records  I  shall  be  very  glad 
to  compare  them  with  what  1  have  gathered, and  give  you  a 
stBasary  of  what  the  too  Collections  thus  combined,  reveal. 

Thanking  you  again  for  your 
courteaey  and  spitit  of  helpfulness  1  am, 

Respectfully  yours , 

I  shall  be  glad  to  remit  postage  charges  as*  soon  as  the 
xoanuscropts  arrive. 
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sir,  Aldem.  It,  3y*itt 
2£nc:scvillet  Iowa 

®y  dear  Mr,  %&tti 

I  have  received  your  letter  with  reference  to 
the  titafce  ^anoscripts  and  can  look  forward  to  going 
ever  the»  «^en  you  are  able  to  get  thea  tcgethear. 

I  Dp  enclosing  under  separate  cover  a  souvenir 
hocklet  which  I  guMiahad  ^hile  at  Ho&genvllle,  Kentucky 
where  I  lived  for  three  years.      Flease  accept  this  with 
ay  ctnqpHtmsntB  and  all  the  good  wishes  of  the  Sjanicsglving 
Season. 

Bespeetfully  yours. 


.Sine 


.  ,  .  Director, 
Lincoln  Historical  Research  foundation. 


THE    HANKS  FAMILY 

BY 

ALDEN  H.  WYATT 
KNOXVILLE,  IOWA 

Jan.  11,1929 

Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 
Fort  Wayne,  I no. 

r ear    Mr .  Warren : 

I  am  enclosing  you  some  of  the  letters  and  elates  of  th 

Hanks  family.  When  you  have  looked  over  and  are  through  with  them 

I  would  like  for  you  to  return  them  to  me.   I  thought  you  would 

better  see  them  and  see  what  they  had  to  say.   If  you  find  somethi 

that  i3  not  clear  to  you  let  me  know. 

Respectfully  yours, 

ill  lam  F.  Barton  has  a  lot  of  early  history  on    the  family. 


January  1%  1039 


Mr*  Alaen  1.  Hyatt 
Snoxvl&le*  Iowa 

My  dear  Mr,  %atts 

*  £8  very  gf»*afc&  to  /ou  for  sending  me 
the  information  you  fcavo  gathered  about  t-he  Banks  family. 

X  h&v*  M&ds  oa©  os-  two  'brief  exerpts  which 
»&y  be  helpful  to  an?  later  oa  and  if  I  am  able  to  Mug.  the 
work  I  have  la  mind  id  completion  within  a  few  months,  I 
nay  possibly  waal  the  loan  of  your  pager*  &$ain  to  assure 
the  addressee  of  those  I  slight  wish  Id  write  to. 

Moat  of  sqt  work,  However,  dates  back  a 
century  ago  so  that  what  you  have  collected  is  not  of  so 
men  iaportaac*  to  the  earlier  history  of  the  toko  family 
in  Virginia, 

1!haaking  you  again  for  year  hearty  co- 
operation and  willingness  to  let  m  see  what  you  have  done; 
I  m  retarding  year  asanuscript  under  enclosed  cover. 

Beeneotfully  yours, 


-^^^^^i^>^^_t^^>(i^i(i^i^<^^iii^fiiiii^^^^^.  IMLrsottor, 
tiiSlJL  Lincoln  Historical  Research*  Foundation. 
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March  12.  1933 


Mr.  Alden  H.  fyatt 
Saoxvtlle,  Iowa 

J|y  dear  Mr.  Syntti 

W©  regret  that  in  seme  way  your  name  has  been 
rezaoved  from  ear  Lincoln  Lore  mailing  list  and  we  will 
see  that  it  is  iraraediptely  replaced. 

There  does  not  seem  to  be  eny  opportunity  for 
me  to  get  the  Banks  book  reedy  for  publication  in  the 
near  future  although  I  am  still  accumulating  materiel 
for  it  .    Thank  you  wry  much  for  inqufring. 

tery  sincerely  yours. 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Sesearch  Foundation 


-  PORTRAITS  KODAK  FINISHING 


Wyatts  Photo  Studio 

A.  H.  WYATT,  MGR. 
212  W.  4TH  ST. 
JOPLIN,  MO. 


July  17,  1933 


Aldan  H.  Wyatt 
Wyatt' 3  Photo  Studio 
212  W.  4th  Street 
Joplin,  Missouri 

Dear  sir: 

We  have  noted  the  change  in  your  address.  En- 
closed you  will  find  those  copies  which  we  feel  you 
may  have  missed  because  of  your  change  in  residence. 
If  there  are  others  which  you  would  like  to  have 
please  inform  us  and  if  they  are  available  we  will 
be  glad  to  forward  them. 

Very  sincerely, 


Ellen  Kerendeen 

Asst.  Editor,  Lincoln  Lore 


I 


^2  .  ^^aycA^T^, 


/ 


T/vw 


Universal  Credit  Company 


A.I.  U. CITADEL 

50WEST  BROAD  STREET 


Columbus, Ohio 

February  14,  1931. 


Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana . 

Gentlemen :- 

I  am  very  anxious  to  secure  a  copy  of  the  Hanks'  coat- 
of -arras,  in  color,  and  am  wondering  if  you  can  advise 
the  proper  reference. 

I  am  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  Hanks  families  and  would 
be  glad  to  take  care  of  any  expense  involved. 

Please  address  me  as  indicated  above. 


Very  truly  yours, 


.1 

^hoLe  5-1598  N1TE  PHONE  4-1711 


A.  L.  HANKS,  WELDING 

PORTABLE  ELECTRIC  AND  ACETYLENE 
QUALITY-SERVICE-SATISFACTION 
15  VHAKS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  TULSA 

820  EAST  FIRST  PLACE 

Tulsa,  Okla. 


/j-  is 


^Wt.        y^  ^  ^  _  / 

*****  ^w-  ^^yc^r^y 


Ae^A-  -^/'  ^t*sv*2t/  r/  ^o-t^  75b  tl^L7' 


September  9,  1932 


Mr.  A*  3*«  Hanks 

820  Kast  First  Place 

Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

$y  dear  Mr.  Hankss 

Shank  you  very  sash  for  your  information  about  the 
book  containing  a  M story  of  the  Hanks  faaily# 

fe  are  taking  this  optsortuni tj  to  enclose  for  yon 
some  bulletins  In  which  wo  feel  fcm  will  be  interested. 

fe  era  also  writing  to  your  aunt,  Mrs*  arminta  Gwings 
of  $ebo,  Illinois,  ab o»t  this  book* 

Thanking  you  for  your  interest,  «e  are 

Sincerely  ye*?rs. 


LAW:  KB 

Incls, 


Bireter 

Lincoln  Historical  Eesearch  Foundation 


September  9,  1932 


Hrs.  Anaintn  Owlngs 
!?ebof  Illinois 

Hy  dear  Mrs.  Owingss 

Tour  nephew,  A.  L.  Honks,  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  has  ad- 
wised  me  that  you  hare  in  your  possession  some  history  of  the 
Hanks  family. 

He  has  also  suggested  you  might  be  willing  to  giwe  us 

suae  idea  of  the  contents  of  this  old' book. 

We  are  wry  anxious  to  trace  the  history  of  the  Eankses 

back  to  Sorth  Carolina  and  in  Virginia  and  any  help  you  can  give 
us  sin  be  very  «uch  appreciated.    Fncl osed  you  will  find  seme 
wallet" ns  which  give  some  Idea  of  what  has  been  done  thus  far  in 
trying  to  trace  the  ancestry  of  lancy  Banks. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


lAfjlB 
Sacls. 


Director 

Mncoln  Historical  Sesearcb  Foundation 


UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HISTORY 
URBANA,  ILLINOIS 


315  Lincoln  Hall , 
February  6,  1933. 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 

foThe  Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

My  dear  Mr.  Warren: 

Tne  otner  da>  in  Chicago  I  met  a  former 
acquaintance  of  mine  who  is  now  Mrs.  Joseph  J.  Hanks, 
and  who  tells  me  that  her  husband  is  of  the  Hanks  family 
in  which  you  are  interested.    Her  husband' s  grandfather 
was  a  cousin  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

I  am  quite  sure  that  she  would  like  to  have 
your  issues  of  the  Lincoln  Lore,  and  suggest  that  you 
send  them  to  her  at  5837  Sixteenth  Street,  Cicero, 
Illinois . 


Very  truly  yours, 


LML : ARK . 


Laurence  M.  Larson. 


February  ?,  19S3 


Mr*  Lour e lice  M.  Larson 
University  of  Illinois 
316  Lincoln  Hell 
Urbane,  Illinois 

My  deer  Mr.  Larson: 

i>e  ere  very  happy  to  forward  to  Mrs.  Joseph 
J.  Hanks  several  bulletins  in  which  we  have  discussed 
data  relating  to  the  hanks  family.    $e  thank  you  very 
much  for  advising  us  of  her  interest  and  giving  us 
her  address. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Director 

LAW : LH  Lincoln  Historical  iiesearch  Foundation 


February  9,  1933 


Mr*  Joseph  J*  Hanks 
5827  Sixteenth  Street 
Cicero,  Illinois 

My  deer  Mrs,  Hanks i 

We  have  been  advised  by  Mr*  Laurence  M.  Larson 
of  the  University  of  Illinois  that  you  would  be  inter- 
ested in  the  bulletins  which  we  have  issued  relating 
to  the  Hanks  family.    We  are  very  happy  to  send  you 
these  bulletins  enclosed  and  will  be  pleased  to  supply 
you  with  any  other  information  that  may  be  of  interest 
as  it  comes  from  the  press. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Director 

LAW.LH  Lincoln  Historical  ^search  Foundation 

hnc  • 


1SS0 


jb.  %.  moot> 


%.  fl>bUUps  Conant 

funeral  director  anfc  Embalmer 


62  "Meat  /Bain  Street 


Cel.  Connection 


'^estboroufib, 


1  a^i  grt>6 
*ki^£^_  L^r-u^  un.HU  ^^O) 


April  1,  1933 


Mr.  L.  Phillips  Conent 
62  West  Main  Street 
ffestborough,  Wrserchusetts 

My  desr  Mr,  Conent : 

The nk  you  very  much  for  your  Interest  la  our 
Henks  Investigation.    I  em  wondering  If  you  would  be 
willing  to  tell  rae  something  more  ebout  your  mother's 
people  ?nd  whether  or  not  they  were  of  the  Kentucky 
brench  of  Hsnkses. 

I  happen  to  know  Mrs.  Hitchcock  reel  well  end 
of  course  heve  her  books  end  many  of  her  eerly  menu- 
script  o. 

Any  information  you  mey  give  me  e»  to  your 
special  brench  of  the  Hanks  family,  will  be  greatly 
appreciated. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Director 

LAfi'sLH  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 


1S80 


b.  x.  moot> 


X.  pbtlUps  (Tenant 

funeral  director  ant>  £mbalmer 


62  "Meat  dfcain  Street 


Cel.  Connection 


USaestbovouflb, 


VdUU^  ol^JL  T^jc^  Ljx^jl  c{ 

U^^  cK^uSi  V^trfa  V*U  Crl<Ji  cn^K^Uj 
^J^LoU  4-^-^  p^^C^.  ,  <Ma1<_  m^^-^-x^.  c^-c^ 

Hrvocx.  <rSuf-  pe^-os^  urui^c 

to~<j\jL.  ^L^dlu.  *~6^xj  cufytC\  urco\ dLi  vulihm.^ 

hh  uKc/  uULi  V-  /tU^ru^ 


FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH, 
LA  FERIA,  TEXAS. 


April  3,  1933. 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 
Fort  Y/ayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  note  with  interest  your  r- search  work  in  establishing  the 
authoritative  records  of  Mancy  Hanks  Lincoln. 

I  am  in  a  position  to  give  you  soni;  very  interesting  information 
concerning  the  Hanks  family,   should  you  wish  to  follow  up  my  findings. 
This  does  not  relate  itself  so  much  to    the  history  of  -«ancy  ^anks 
before  her  marriage,  as  it  does  to  the  family  since.  There  is  a  man 
of  my  acquaintance  in  Louisiana,  who  is  of  the  Hanks  family.  He  i*s 
a  reproduction  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  except  for  his  deformed  arms.  For 
this  reason,  he  remains  abscure,  but  he  is  a  genius  in  more  ways  than 
one.  It  nas  been  my  pleasure  to  stay  in  his  home  three  weeks,  and  I 
have  corresponded  with  him  for  years.  V*' 

His  head  and  face  is  Lincoln's  over  again.    lis  language,  philosphy, 
his  sense  of  humour  most  engaging.  He  is  a  country  store  philosopher, 
and  the  little  town  in  which  he  lives  is  unaware  of  his  lineage. 

It  was  may  intention  to  write  him  up,  but  time  and  finances  are 
out  of  my  reach  for  the  present.  But  I  would  be  interested  in  having 
someone  establish  relations  with  the  unusual  character,  who  could 
work  out  the  value  of  it  better  than  I.  His  library,  his  reading, 
his  grasp  of  every  subject  is  amazing  in  its  scope,  he  explains  to 
me  the  genius  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 


Tery  sincerely  yours 


0.  E.  Sanden,  Minister; 


?.  S.  His  mother  is  living-  a  Hanks. 


April  8,  1933 


IJr,  0.  R*  Sandsn 

First  Presbyterian  Church 

La^erla,  tfexas 

Hy  dear  Mr .  Sandent 

Of  course,  we  are  always  Interested  to  learn 

of  members  of  the  Hanks  who  might  possibly  throw  some  light 
upon  the  maternal  ancestry  of  the  president,  although  we 
think  we  are  coining  closer  and  closer  to  the  solution  of 
the  problem.     Shere  may  be  those  yet  who  may  be  able  to 
throw  more  light  on  this  question, 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a  few  copies  of  our 
monthly  bulletin  which  deal  directly  with  the  Hanks  and 
possibly  you  rai^it  be  able  to  interest  your  friend  in 
compiling  such  data  as  lie  may  know  about  the  history  of 

his  mother  *  s  people. 

I  feel  quite  sure  that  many  of  the 
characteristics  of  Abraham  Lincoln  were  Inherited  from 
his  mother's  people  and,  of  course,  we  do  not  anticipate 
that  all  the  genius  was  centered  in  one  descendant, 

'Bianking  you  very  much  for  offering  this 
assistance  in  making  a  contact  with  this  man  you  mention, 

I  am 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Director 

LAftAAK  Lincoln  %tional  Life  foundation 

"ncs. 


Columbus,  Ohio 
May  10,  1934 


Dr.  Louis  A,  Warren 
Director  Lincoln  Research  Foundation 
Lincoln  National  Life  Ins,  Co. 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Doctor: 

My  mother  was  a  Hanks,  and  I  wonder  if,  in  your 
Lincoln  library,  there  are  any  books  giving  any  considerable 
account  of  the  Hanks  family.    I  have  read  a  great  many  books 
about  Lincoln,  but  the  most  complete  Hanks  genealogy,  so  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  discover,  is  contained  in  Barton's 
Lineage  of  Lincoln.    According  to  Dr.  Barton,  Nancy  Hanks1 
ancestors  came  from  England.    My  mother  was  born  in  Germany. 
She  had  a  brother,  Christopher  Columbus  Hanks,  who  resembled 
Lincoln  more  than  any  man  I  have  ever  seen.    Now,  Christoph 
is  a  common  German  name ,  but  I  have  never  before  heard  of 
the  German  use  of  the  name  Columbus.    Some  of  the  older  members 
of  my  family  declare  that  my  mother  was  a  third  or  fourth 
cousin  of  Lincoln. 

My  grandfather's  name  was  also  Christopher  Columbus 
Hanks,  and  he  had  a  brother  who  came  over  with  him,  but  they 
separated  in  New  York,  my  grandfather  coming  west  and  settling 
in  Miami  County,  Indiana.    His  brother  was  never  heard  from 
again.    There  were  some  Hanks  families  in  Pennsylvania,  and 


possibly  they  may  have  been  some  of  this  "brothers  descend- 
ants, hut  as  I  do  not  know  his  name  I  an  unable  to  make  any 
headway  there.    Some  writers  are  of  the  opinion  that  Nancy 
Hanks'  ancestors  came  from  Pennsylvania,  but  Dr.  Barton  dis- 
credits this  theory. 

Has  there  ever,  to  your  knowledge,  been  a  Hanks 
genealogy  published? 

I  shall  be  deeply  grateful  if  you  can  tell  me 
where  I  might  find  any  helpful  information. 

I  understand  that  your  company  has  some  Lincoln 
literature  available,  which  I  should  be  pleased  to  receive. 


Respectfully, 


May  11,  1934 


Nr.  George  A.  Graf 
1293  Banter  Ave. 
Columbus,  Ohio 

Jfcr  dear  Mr.  Graft 

We  r ogre t  very  much  to  advise  you  that  there  is  no 
Banks  genealogy  available,  al though  a©  have  here  in  our 
foundation  the  largest  collection  of  Hanks  manuscripts  that 
have  been  gathered. 

^he  (luestion  of  the  Hanks  lineage  is  still  an  un- 
settled Question  and  much  of  the  d-ta  found  in  Br.  Barton's 
history  of  the  family  is  -unreliable. 

In  1901  Louis  2*  Hemighausen  prepared  *n  article 
is  which  he  declared  that  Abrebam  Lincoln  was  descended  from 
^German  family  by  the  name  of  Mnkhera.    I  do  not  recall, 
iie^rever,  that  the.ro  has  been  any  considerable  agitation 
that  the  Hanks  family  were  of  German  origin. 

fhe  truth  is  we  do  not  know  where  they  came  from 
because  as  yet  we  have  not  been  able  to  definitely  decide 
lust  who  was  the  first  American  ancestor  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
by  the  name  of  Eaake. 

Shi  a  Foundation  has  done  much  work  along  this  line 
and  seme  of  our  findings  have  been  published  in  bulletins, 
such  as  those  I  enclose,  but  I  regret  there  are  others  which 
wq  do  not  now  have  available. 

fe  do  have  in  our  records  a  list  of  the  children 
of  Cuthborg  Million  Banks,  one  of  whom  was  Christopher 
Columbus  Hanks  bora  in  Mount  Sterling,  Kentucky.  Christopher 
also  had  a  broker  by  the  name  of  Shoraas  Boone  Hanks  who  had 
a  sen  whom  he  named  Christopher  Columbus  Hanks. 

If  you  ever  have  occasion  to  visit  Tort  Way  re  we 
should  be  very  happy  to  have  you  stop  at  Our  library  and 
possibly  we  may  be  able  to  assist  you  in  locating  some  of 
the  early  members  of  your  family. 

Yery  sincerely  yours. 

Director 

LAW: SB  Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 
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April  16,  1935 


Mr.  Alva  Baxter 
2624  Hanker  Avenue 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 

My  dear  Mr.  Baxters 

We  would  like  very  much  to  help  you  with  your 
ancestry  hut  I  feel  you  will  have  to  give  us  just  a 
little  more  information  "before  we  are  able  to  locate 
the  direct  family  from  which  you  corns. 

We  have  about  twenty  Thomas  Hanks  and  about  as 
many  Elizah  Hanks  in  our  files  but  if  you  could  give  us 
a  little  toore  family  history,  I  believe  we  will  be  able 
to  help  you  locate  your  connection. 

For  instance,  you  raighl  tell  us  where  your  toother 
was  bom,  where  she  lived  and  also  give  us  some  of  the 
names  of  /our  mother's  brothers  and  sisters,  which  would 
give  us  a  lead  so  that  we  might  matot  a  start. 

Unclosed  you  will  see  how  little  we  really  know 
about  the  paternal  ancestry  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWjLH 
Enc. 


Director 
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April  Iky  1936 


Mrs .  fency  £ .  Irwin 
8.  P.  D.  Bo.  5 
forth  Topeka,  Kansas 

Dear  Mrs.  Irwin: 

I  regret  very  much  that  apparently  I  am  not 
going  to  be  able  to  help  you  with  your  Banks  Ancestry  with  which 
you  hope  to  trace  your  relationship  to  Abraham  Lincoln.     I  have 
looked  carefully  through  our  records  and  cannot  find  the  name  of 
Gaines  or  Eubbard  which  would  give  me  any  clue  to  the  problem. 
While  I  should  like  very  much  to  help  you  with  your  family  lineage, 
X  doubt  that  we  will  be  able  to  do  so  unless  you  can  give  us  some 
more  definite  Information  about  your  people  who  lived  at  Gentryville. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAV:AAM 


Director 


/ 


September  1,  1936 


Mrs.  Hell  Pation 
McLean,  Illinois 

Bear  Madam* 

Your  letter  directed  to  Dr.  Harry  Pratt  has 
been  forwarded  to  roe  for  answer  and  I  regret  exceedingly 
I  cannot  see®  to  find  the  genealogy  of  the  Locke f and ly. 

Perhaps  if  you  can  give  me  a  little  more  in- 
formation I  will  be  able  to  locate  the  Hanks  woman  who 

married  "Fhoaaas  Locke. 

Do  you  know  in  what  town  they  were  married, 
where  they  formerly  lived  or  any  information  that  would 
help  me  to  locate  this  particular  branch  of  the  Hanks 

family* 

I  regret  to  say  you  must  be  in  e  rror  with  respect 
to  the  sister  relationship  with  Lincoln* e  mother  because 

she  was  an  only  child. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  a  recent  bulletin 
on  Lincoln's  mother. 

Very  truly  yours 


LAWrLH 
Inc. 


Director 
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December  22.  ID 37 


Mrs.  Mary  0.  Judd 
8432  Curson  Avenue 
Hartwell,  Ohio 

My  dear  ire.  Judd: 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  am  not .going  to  be 
able  to  help  you  with  reference  to  your  Hanks  ancestry. 
In  fact,  all  that  I  am  &ble  to  tell  you  with  reference 
to  the  assumption  you  have  about  ?e.my  Banks  is  that 
she  had  no  sisters;  she  was  an  only  child.     We  have 
thousands  of  Hanks  records  here  in  our  files  but  I  do 
not  find  anywhere  the  name  of  Jefferson  Ranks. 

It  is  very  seldom  that  we  have  a  reeuest  for 
information  about  the  Hanks  family  that  we  cannot  answer 
because  we  have  the  most  exhaustive  collection  here  in  the 
country.      ?#  will  keep  your  questionnaire  on  file,  however, 
and  if  we  run  across  any  of  the  family  in  which  you  are 
interested,  we  will  let  you  know. 

Very  truly  yours 


lefts  AftP 


Director 


March  1,  1939 


Migs  Eva  M.  Hank 
1335  LaSalle  Avenue 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Dear  Miss  Hanks 

tf&  are  pleased  to  acknowledge  receipt  of 
your  order  Including  a  1939  subscription  to  Lincoln 
Kinsman* 

I  am  sorry  that  I  am  unable  to  answer  your 
inquiry  regarding  the  four  hundred  page  discussion  of 
the  Hanks  ancestry,  but  upon  Dr.  Warren* s  return  to 
Fort  Wayne  I  shall  inquire  and  inform  you  immediately. 

Tours  vrry  truly, 


MAC:EB 
M.A.  Cook 


Lincolniana  Publishers 


&*> 


March  Ik,  1939 


Bv&  Bank 

1335  LaSelle  Avanus 
Itinneapolis,  Minn. 

Deer  Ws&tmit 

Back  at  my  desk  after  an  absence  of  several 
weeks  jour  letter  of  February  22  is  called  to  lay  attention 
in  which  you  refuest  the  title  of  the  "book  carrying 
information  on  the  lank  family. 

The  hook  is  entitled,  *Tfce  Ancestry  of  Abraham 
Lincoln"  and  the  author  is  Dr.  William  Barton. 

X  think  the  hook  is  now  out  of  print  hut  I 
believe  that  Lincolniana  Publishers  might  he  able  to 
secure  it  for  you  if  you  want  it.   A  very  large  portion 
of  the  hook  is  given  over  to  discussing  the  Hanks  family. 

Very  truly  yours, 


X..  A.  Warren 


Director 
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Grand  Rapids 
Michigan 

March  ,10,1942 


To  Dr;  Warren; 
Lincoln  Library, 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind; 
Dear  Sir; 

I  was  told  a  short  time  ago  that  you  were  making  a 
collection  of  interesting  data  concerning  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

If  this  is  correct, I  wish  to  state  ,that  I  have  in 
my  possession  a  newspaper  item(yellowed  with  age), 
showing  that  my  father's  Grand- mother  (my  great 
Grand- mother  )  Mrs,  Eunice  VanMeter  was  a  first 
Cousin  of  President  Hayes  and  a  second  cousin  of 
President  Lincoln, 

There  is  quite  a  bit  of  interesting  data, (to  me 
any  way)  that  follows  in  the  same  clipping. 
It  speaks  of  the  resemblance  between  her  father, 
Peter  Hanks, and  Abraham  Lincoln  as  being  very 
striking, 

Trusting  that  I  may  hear  from  you, 

Ilremain, 

Respectfully, 

Mrs, Dewey  Perkins, 
4437  Clairmount  Ave, So; West, 
Grand  Rapids, Mich, 


March  11,  19h2 


Mrs.  Dewey  Perkins 

hk3J  Clairmount  Ave.  ,  6.V. 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Dear  Mrs.  Perkins s 

I  do  not  seen  to  have  any  notation  here  vith 
reference  to  the  Peter  Banks  vith  a  daughter  Sun  Ice  . 

If  you  could  give  me  the  name  of  Peter  Hanks'  father 
of  the  name  of  any  of  the  brothers  of  Eunice  I  might  be  able 
to  give  you  some  direct  Information  about  the  contact  vith  the 
Lincolns  or  possibly  your  newspaper  items  carry  all  of  the 
Information.    I  take  pleasure  in  enclosing  a  little  magazine 
vhlch  gives  a  review  of  the  different  sons  and  daughters  of 
the  Virginia  Pioneer  Banks. 

Tory  truly  yours, 


Director 
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March  27,  19*»2 


Mrs.  Thoe.  E.  Williams 
307  W.  Beard  stay 
Champaign,  111. 

Dear  Mrs.  Williams: 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  March  26  but 
sorry  to  state  that  I  em  unable  to  find  any  Information  regarding 
Savilla  Hanks,  but  will  inquire  of  Dr.  Varren  upon  hie  return 
to  Fort  Wa^ne  snd  if  he  heB  any  information  regarding  the 
above  mentioned  character  we  will  forward  the  information  on  to 
you  about  the  15th  of  April. 

Youre  very  truly, 


MAC: SB 
M.A.Cook 


Librarian 


April  8>  19U2 


Mrs.Thoa.  B.  Williams 
307  West  Beardeley 
Champaign,  111. 


Dear  Madam: 


I  fear  I  am  not  going  to  be  able  to  help  you  vith 
respect  to  the  ancestry  of  SaTllla  Hanks.  I  do  find  in  ouu 
records    a  James  Craig   vho  married  Mary  Culberson  on 
September  3,  1?89.    This  may  have  been  the  father  and  mother 
of  your  James  Craig. 

Thore  are  a  great  many  Hanks  families  in  the  immediate 
community  but  I  cannot  find  the  name  Sarilla. 

Yery  truly  yours, 


Director 

T.sW:EB 


(COPT) 
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February  21,  1947 


Mrs*  Hay  Hanks 
Bainbrldge,  Ind*  ( 

Dear  Mrs.  Hanks i 

We  regret  to  advise  you  that  Dr.  I/arrea  is  no*/  on 
an  extensive  speaking  itinerary  which  will  not  "bring 
hin  "back  to  the  office  until  the  middle  of  March* 

Just  as  soon  as  he  returns  I  will  call  his  atten- 
tion to  your  letter, 

She  visiting  hours  of  the  Fou  ndation  coincide 
with  the  business  hours*'  of  the  Insurance  Company 
namely,  8:00  A*  M.  to  4:30  P.  M*  Monday  through  Friday. 
It  is  closed  Sundays* 

Very  truly  yours, 


Margaret  Moellering 
sec'y. 


April  7,  19^7 


Mrs.  Bay  Hanks 
Bainbrid|S9,  Indiana 

Hsr  dear  Mrs.  Hpnks: 

I  am  just  "back  at  Fort  Wayne  now  after  a  long  speaking  itinerary 
and  find  your  letter  of  February  17  on  ay  desk* 

X  wry  veil  remamber  coming  across  "toe  Harper  naise  while  doing 
research  work  on  the  Hanks  family.    We  have  a  tremendous  lot  of  information 
here  and  if  you  could  find  it  convenient  to  come  to  Fort  Wayne  yon  could 
probably  find  what  you  wanted  in  our  records. 

Very  truly  yours, 


IM'ttm  Director 
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Itagr  19,  19^7 


Mrs*  Paul  L«  Tnakeep 
Box  Ho.  182 
HKthpVt  B|  Karnes 

Dear  Madami 

I  bare  Bade  still  another  search  for  Sewillah  Bento 
"born  in  rp37  an&  died  in  1853* 

I  cannot  find  her  one  among  the  thousands  of  San&s 
names  which  we  have,  although  I  do  find  several  Intermarriages 
between  the  Crai^s  and  the  Ifentoes* 

I  have  before  me  a  letter  written  on  Iftrch  26,  !Sh2 
from  Mrs,  T.  Will  lams  of  Champaign,  Illinois.*   She  was 

inquiring  for  the  same  Savillah  horn  in  178?  who  married  James  Craig 

in  1803*   Jfcfo.  Williams  believed  that  she  lived  in  Harriaon, 
Hardin  County,  but  she  dose  aot  3oxow  who  her  imrents  were.  I 
was  unable  to  help  her  at  that  time  and  still  have  no  further  light 
upon  the  subtest* 

Yery  truly  yours, 


Dlrea 


CHARLES  E  BRYANT 


ELMCROFT.  BROOKFIELD, 


YORK 
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August  28,  19^7 


Mr*  Charles  E.  Bryant 
Elmcroft 

Brookf  ield,  lev  fork 

My  dear  Mr.  Bryants 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  very  appreciative  letter  of 
August  23  and  inasmuch  as  your  wife  happens  to  he  related  to  the 
Banks  family  I  thought  possibly  she  might  like  the  little  bulletins 
■which  I  am  sending  under  separate  cover.   Please  accept  them  vith 
my  compliments. 

Very  truly  your e , 


LAU.JT 
L.A.Warren 


Director 
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October  29,  Wkl 


Mr.  Sfettrd  J.  Calcutta 

2J2  Windsor  Drlw 

Fayat  Seville,  Horta  Carolina 

Dear  Mr.  CulcuttJ 

\fo  happen  to  have  a  duplicate  Copy  of  the 
Holland  Life  hers  in  used  condition,  vhich  m  vlll  be  pleaded 
to  send  to  you  for  $1.00,  if  you  care  to  secure  it. 

Vary  truly  yours, 


team 


8L  rector 


mm 


December  15*  19^7 


Mr,  Lo  F.  Gmnbart 
Union.  Ka  t  ions  1  Bank 
Macomb,  Illinois 

%  dear  Mr.  Guxsbarts 

We  are  pleased  Indeed  to  forward  a  half  dozen 
copies  of  the  Lincoln  Lore  No,  965  sad  we  are  pleased  to  know 
that  you  feel  it  is  a  contribution  to  the  work  in  which  you 
hare  been  engaged. 

Vary  truly  yours, 


Director 

LAV;  CM 
L.A  .Warren 
Sue  o 


April  5,  19^ 


Mrs.  O.K.  Eaton 
Christian,  Illinois 

%  clear  Mrs.  Eaton: 

Please  find  attached  to  this  letter  a  copy  of  a 
"bulletin  giving  the  relatives  of  Lincoln's  mother. 

X  cannot  seem  to  find  any  Sarah  Hanks  who  was  vory 
closely  related  to  Hancy  Hanks  Lincoln,  although  the  descendant* 
of  Williaa  Hante  were  Tory  many,  and  posslhly  she  was  a  daughter 

of  one  of  William*©  sons. 

You  will  please  find  attached,  as  I  have  indicated,  such 
information  as  we  have. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Eric. 


Director 


Murray  Hill  7-6500 
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27  West  WWh  Street 
New  York  18 
f£l  February  19^9 


9 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 
Lincoln  National  Li 
Fort  Wayne ,  Indiana . 

Dear  Dr.  Warren, 


0  \ 


Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co.  ^ 


I  have  been  keeping  a  copy  of  your  speaking- 
itinerary  which  appeared  in  the  29  November  Lincoln 
Lore  in  the  hope  that  I  might  find  a  time  when  Mrs. 
Hanks  and  I  could  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you 
while  you  are  in  the  East. 

As  I  shall  be  at  the  Ritz-Carlton  in  Boston 
on  the  22  and  23  February  and  at  Anderson  House  in 
Washington  on  the  24  and  25  February,  it  seems  that  we 
will  be  going  in  opposite  directions,  at  that  time. 
Should  you  be  returning  to  New  York  City  after  your 
lecture  in  Boston  on  2  and  3  March,  I  do  hope  you  will 
let  me  know. 

During  the  past  year,  I  have  compiled  and 
had  bound  in  book  form  some  odds  and  ends  about  the 
Hanks  family.     I  shall  be  glad,  to  show  this  additional 
material  to  you  but  frankly  believe  jo\x  already  have 
in  your  files  everything  of  importance  with  reference 
to  this  information. 

Please  telephone  me  at  Murray  Hill  7-65OO 
(a  2^-hour  service)  when  you  may  be  free  and  the  oper- 
ator will  relay  your  message  to  me,  at  once.      When  in 
New  York,  Mrs.  Hanks  and  I  live  at  995  Fifth  Avenue 
(Butterfield  8-5200) .      I  am  sorry  I  have  so  many 


am  again  on 
complicated 


addresses  but,  at  the  moment,  I 
with  the  US  Air  Force  which  has 

^^W^;^.  Very/L^cerel 

Tfty  (U£*l    uS^si   rn^ri-  M O**^  M±£4*A*^-4  II// 

u~~U  A  i£m^u-  ^^Stedman  Shumway  H^nks 

4,,  ytJl v^Jj  i^ia^-   colonel,  USAFR  / 


active  duty 
matters . 


ours , /  / 


*farch  22,  19^9 


Lionel  Stedoan  8.  Hanks 
27  West  hktla,  Street 
N«v  Tort:  18,  Nev  York 

Boar  Colonel  Hanks « 

Under  separate  cover  you  trill  please  find  some  of 
theitem  I  mentioned  I  vould  forward,  although  tine  has  not 
yet  permitted  me  to  get  the  photostats  ready  which  X  promised 
to  send*   However,  under  separate  cover  you  will  receive  a 
few  of  the  items  which  were  mentioned. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Director 


P  '  J> 


\ 


Stedman  Shumway  Hanks 
Manchester  -by-the  -  S  ea 
Massachusetts 

Teletypewriter  489  27    West     ^+th  Street 

Murray  Hill  7-65GO         ^^11^^60        New  York  18 

28  March  19^9 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren, 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  of 
March  22  and  for  the  fifty  (50)  copies  of  The  Lincoln 
Kinsman  which  have  also  been  received.        Mrs.  Hanks 
and  I  are  delighted  to  have  these  pamphlets.     It  was 
kind  of  you  to  send  them.      Your  references  in 
Pamphlet  No.  ^8  to  the  work  of  my  father  and  my  aunt, 
are  most  generous  s.nd  are  greatly  appreciated. 

The  copies  of  The  Lincoln  Kinsman  are  num- 
bered 1  to  5^  inclusive,  -  with  Nos.  1,  ^,  5  an&  7 
missing.      I  shall  have  these  copies  bound  for  pro- 
tection.     However,  I  would  like  to  know  the  subject 
headings  of  the  missing  copies  so  that  they  may  be 
included  in  an  index  which  can  be  bound  with  the  copies. 

Since  our  talk  in  New  York,  I  have  forwarded 
four  (k)  of  the  bound  volumes  which  I  showed  you,  to 
The  Library,  New  England  Historic  and  Genealogical 
Society  for  safe  keeping.      The  volumes  are  entitled: 
Hanks  Family  Papers  (Vol.  l),  Shumway  Family  Papers 
(Vol.  2),  Johnston  Family  Papers  (Vol.  3)  and  Roger 
Stedman  Hanks  (Vol.  4). 

It  was  a  real  pleasure  to  have  met  you, 
after  these  many  years,  and  with  my  appreciation  for 
your  kindness  in  sending  the  pamphlets,  I  am 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


April  1,  19*9 


Mr.  Stedraan  Shtssway  Hanks 
27  Vest  Uth  Street 
Hew  York,  13,  lew  York 

My  dear  Mr.  Hanks 2 

We  are  sending  under  separate  cover  two  ware  copies 
of  Hi©  Kinsman  and  photostat  copies  of  the  two  you  do  not 
have  vhich  I  think  nakes  your  collection  complete*    I  think 
it  should  be  c complete  before  it  is  bound  although  X  an  sorry 
we  cannot  furnish  original  copies  of  two  of  the  numbers. 

I  am  also  enclosing  with  this  letter  a  little  photo- 
stat giving  a  signature  of  Thomas  Lincoln  which  was  printed 
three  years  before  he  married  Hancy  Banks  Indicating  that  he 
was  not  an  illeterate  zoan.    I  happen  to  own  the  original 
s  Ignature. 

Very  truly  yours, 


L.  A«  Warren 

Inc. 


Director 


LEE  HANKS 


Assessor-  Treasurer 
Calhoun  County 


HARDIN  ILLINOIS 


Jan 


19  SO 


Dr.  Louis  Warren 


Fort  ¥ayne,  Ind. 


Dear  Sir: 


I  would  like  to  have  your  "booklets  on  the  Hanks  family  and  Lincoln 


lore,  Mrs.  Roy  Hanks  of  Bainbridge,   Ind.  told  me  about  you9 

My  great  grandfather1  s  name  was  David.  I  am  sure  his  father's  name 
was  Thomas.  This  Thomas  was  a  "brother  to  Joshua,  the  grandafather  of  Hardin 
Hanks  of  Beardstown,  Til.  My  own  grandfather  was  named  Joshua  and  he  had 
a  "brother  Thomas.  These  names  seemed  to  follow  in  the  family. 

Thomas  settled  in  Green  County,  111.  and  Joshua  in  Scott  County,  which 
borders  Green  on  the  north.  David  left  Green  County  when  his  first  wife 
died  and  settled  up  a  steep  hollow  in  South  Pike  County,  which  is  just 
north  of  Calhoun.  David  lived  to  "be  86,  hut  my  grandfather  died  at  38  from 
an  accidental  gunshot.  My  father  was  named  Douglas  for  Senator  Douglas.lt 
seemed  the  family  preferred  Douglas  to  Lincoln  at  that  time.  There  are 
very  few  of  the  family  living  in  this  section. 

I  will  greatly  appreciate  your  booklets  and  let  me  know  if  I  may  be 
of  some  service  to  you.  I  am  mailing  you  a  Calhoun  County  booklet. 


Sincere ly, 


January  9,  1950 


Mr.  Lee  Banks 
Assessor  -treasurer 
Calhoun  County 
Hardin,  Illinois 

tfy  dear  Mr,  Hanks: 

I  am  very  happy  indeed  to  have  this  opportunity  to 
correspond  with  you  because  Mrs.  Hoy  Banks  has  told  m  abc 
you* 

I  am  sending  along  coxae  little  Lincoln  items  which 
you  might  wish  to  have  which  reveal  the  connection  of  the  Hanks 
family  and  in  return,  I  am  wondering  if  you  would  be  willing  to 
give  mm  such  connections  as  you  may  have  of  Joshua  and  Thomas 
Banks  before  they  reached  the  Illinois  country  •   Anything  at  all 
would  be  interesting^  especially  any  traditions  that  may  have 
had  to  do  with  their  Virginia  residence  and  where  they  lived  in 
Virginia  before  the  Kentucky  days « 

I  have  done  considerable  work  among  the  Virginia  Banks 
and  would  like  to  have  your  reaction  before  I  send  on  earlier 
material  for  you  to  look  over. 

Very  truly  yours, 


L.  A.  Warren 
Enc . 


Directs* 


Phone  HIgate  4-7075 

Dermatology  and 
Syphilology 

FREDERICK  G.  NOVY.  JR.,  M.  D. 


2938  McCLURE STREET 
OAKLAND  9.  CALIFORNIA 


7  February  1950 


Dr.  Louis  A*  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren; 

Dr.  Fletcher  Hall,  of  Santa  Monica,  suggested 
that  I  write  you  concerning  a  family  tradition  that  there  is 
a  distant  relationship  between  my  Mother's  family  and  Abraham 
Lincoln.    I  am  enclosing  a  letter  from  my  father  who  resides 
in  Ann  Arbor  Michigan  with  information  that  we  have  on  the 
subject.    I  will  appreciate  your  returning  the  letter  to  me 
and  also  will  oertainly  appreciate  your  evaluation  of  this 
data  so  that  this  question  can  be  settled  for  once  and  for 
all. 

Dr.  Hall  wished  me  to  convey  his  best 

regards  to  you. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  shortly, 

Very  sinoerely  yours, 

Frederick  G.  Novy,Jr .,M.D. 

FGN :bw 
encl(l) 


3  ME*fi  %  ^'i-tK 

 ~--4  £/jw_jA.O 


 4  Cof^tU-) 


i        nJ!        -Ync-gw*—    • 


1  1 


^  ****  * 


February  10,  1950 


Frederick  G.  Bovy,  Jr. ,  M.D. 
2938  Mo  dure  Street 
Oakland,  9,  Calif. 

Dear  Dr.  Novy: 

This  is  to  advise  you  that  Dr.  Warren  is  at 
present  out  of  the  of flee  on  his  annual  speaking  itinerary 
and  will  not  return  until  around  March  1st. 

I  am  holding  your  letter  and  enclosure  (letter 
from  your  father)  pending  his  return  at  which  time  I  will 
"bring  it  to  his  attention. 

However,  if  you  wish  to  have  the  enclosure 
return  sooner,  kindly  advise. 

Very  truly  yours, 


mm 


Secretary  to  Dr.  barren 


March  10,  1950 


Br,  Frederick  0.  Hovy,  Jr. 
2958  McClure  Street 
Oakland  9>  California 


My  dear  Doctors 

Beck  at  my  deek  again  after  a  long  absence 
I  find  your  letter  of  February  7  and  haeten  to  reply 
to  your  query. 

The  attached  copy  of  Lincoln  Lore  I  think  vill 
answer  the  question  as  far  as  direct  relationship  of 
your  ancestors  to  Lincoln *s  mother  is  concerned. 

Very  truly  yours, 


IAW:EB 
Snc. 


Director 


3-11-  61 


J 


&^t/-€^  c^yi 


March  30,  1951 


Mrs.  I.  M.  Stevens 

920  Park  Ave. 

Dos  Moines  15,  love 

%  dear  Madam; 

I  do  not  seem  to  find  the  name  of  Abraham  Xteaver 
in  this  list  X  am  enclosing  shoving  some  of  the  relatives 
of  Lincoln's  mother.    If  any  of  these  names  seem  familiar 
would  you  kindly  advise  me,  if  not  would  send  may  other 
information  you  may  have  about  the  name  of  Abraham  Denver *s 
wife. 

Very  truly  yours, 


IAVtJK 

L.  A.  Warren 


Director 


August  28,  1951 


Miss  Marian  L«  Alson 
526  East  Riverside 
Evansville  13,  Indiana 

Dear  Madam: 

I  regret  the  delay  in  the  reply  to  your  letter  of  sobs 
weeks  ago  and  on  two  or  three  occasions  I  have  attempted  to  dig 
out  the  information  you  desire.    I  have  not  been  able  to  secure 
any  further  information  about  Daniel  Boone  Hanks  or  Thomas  Boone 
Banks.    I  have  discovered  that  Huldah  Bates  Bankd  lived  at 
Bridgewater,  Connecticut.    I  believe  she  was  living  there  on 
February  19,  1790  when  he  name  and  Joseph  Bates  were  published 
anticipating  matrimony,  and  there  is  no  further  trace. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  find  a  Daniel  Hanks  earlier  than 
the  one  mentioned. 

Ben  and  Ruth  Brewster  lived  in  Mansfield,  Connecticut, 
then  moved  to  Ashford,  Connecticut  where  they  died  and  apparently 
their  children,  most  of  them  were  born  at  Mansfield.   Regpet  this 
information  is  so  scattering. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWsJK  Director 
L. A .Warren 

P.  S. 

Lucy  E.  daughter  of   Thomas  Boon  was  born  in  October  1880, 
and  in  1898  married  Janes  Drake . 


Emory  University 

Emory  University,  Georgia 


Robert  Winship  Memorial  Clinic 
Emory  University  Hospital 


April  2,  19$3 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

As  a  direct  descendent  of  Richard  Hanks,  said  to  be 
a  brother  of  Nancy  Hanks,  the  mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
I  am  interested  in  obtaining  the  best  information  avail- 
able concerning  the  family  relationship,    I  was  referred 
by  Mr.  Paul  M.  Angle  of  the  Chicago  Historical  Society 


A  relative  of  mine  in  the  Piedmont  section  of  North  Carolina 
L.M.  Hoffman,  published  a  book  about  1915  entitled  "Our  Kin" 
but  he  was  not  explicit  concerning  Nancy  Hanks  and  only 
mentioned  rumors.    He  did,  however,  trace  my  lineage  from 
Richard  Hanks  through  his  daughter  Martha,  her  daughter 
Lodema  Holland,  her  son  David  Jenkins,  State  Treasurer  of 
North  Carolina  after  the  Civil  War,  his  daughter  Mary  Anne 
Jenkins  and  my  Mother  Mabel  Craig  Wilkins. 

I  should  appreciate  your  giving  me  the  best  references  on 
this  subject  and  any  particular  or  unpublished  information 
which  you  might  have.    I  shall  be  most  greatful  for  your 
help. 


to  you. 


April  33,  1953 


3am  A*  Wilkins,  Jr.,  K.  D. 

Emory  University 

Eoory  University,  Georgia 

dear  Dr.  Uilkino : 

I  sincerely  regret  that  we  do  not  have  as  accurate  a 
genealogical  approach  to  the  forebears  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  as 
we  do  to  your  own  ancestors  as  the  lineage  of  through 
Richard,  Jr.,  Martha  and  Lodena  Holland  seems  to  be  quite  well 
verified.    However  the  exact  lineage  of  the  traditional  brother 
of  Richard  Joseph  Hanks  who  is  supposed  to  have  had  a  son  James 
who  married  Lucy  Shipley  and  had  a  daughter,  Nancy  Hanks  who  married 
Abraham  Lincoln  is  not  to  definitely  established.    You  will  observe 
that  Abraham  Lincoln  was  born  in  1809  and  Lodena  was  born  in  1820 
were  of  contemporary  generations. 

It  is  not  known  that  lancy  Hanks  who  married  Thomas  Lincoln 
had  any  brothers  or  sisters  of  full  blood.   There  were  some  half 
3isters  and  half  brothers  by  her  motherfs  second  marriage.  Trusting 
that  this  may  answer  your  query,  I  am 

Very  truly  yours, 


UW:PE  Director 

P.3.  The  man  who  seems  to  be  doing  the  most  active  piece  of  research 
work  in  the  Hanks  family  just  at  present  is  Mr.  Adin  Baber  of  Kansas* 
Illinois.    I  am  sure  he  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you. 


June  15,  1953 


Miss  Edna  X*  Boss 
1*8*1 
Quincy,  Ohio 

Ify  dear  Madam: 

I  regret  to  advise  that  the  Lincoln  Kinsmen  has  long  since 
been  out  of  print  and  us  do  not  know  where  you  could  acquire  the  earlier 
number  that  relates  to  the  !fenks  family. 


The  Joseph  Hanks  whose  will  was  recorded  at  Bardstowr.j,  Kentucky 
apparently  cane  into  Kentucky  from  Amelia  County,  Virginia  and  was  the 
father  of  the  Joseph  Hanks  in  whose  home  Thomas  Lincoln  is  said  to  have 
met  Nancy  Hanks  who  must  have  been  his  father-in-law  through  a  deceased 
son  by  the  name  of  James  Hanks,   That  is  our  opinion,  at  least* 

There  are  a  great  many  references  to  Peter  Hanks  in  Pennsylvania 
and  I  do  not  think  you  would  have  much  difficulty  in  finding  the 
genealogy  of  this  member  of  the  Hanks  family. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LftWsPB 


Director 


718  S.  SngliSh 
Springfield,  Illinois 


February  £5,  iy54 


Dr.  C.  N«  Coleman 
Eastern  Illinois  College 
Char leston 


Dear  Doctor  Coleman; 

Hi*rry  Pratt  and  I  were  discussing  the  Hanks 
.    a  H     nU-4*»         oonver  sation  I  mentioned  that  I  had 

fa5ia^i°!SSinS^i^I  a        So  said  he  was  the  grandson 
made  the  apQaal*it^noe  o*  a  .       twk  Han^s  Family 

of  Dennis  hanks  not  shown  ^  Tmevs  in  Illinois  History 

Sd  woSld  *  interested  in  any  ndditional  material. 

lo  case  you  have  his  line    X  met  Oharles^^  ^nings 

Sffi  25  mamed%o'5h"rles  H?  S*Mm6.  He  said  Amnd.  Hanks 
^oqrman ->4i  the  daughter  of  Dennis  Hanks. 

-  wrote  to  K*.  Davis  in  rJecat-u*  for  verification.  He  replied: 
feSSSn  is  riidrt    there  is  another  Dau.    $*«»«  Snonff  Jr. 
IM™  £*Eh5P Amirla^nks  m  Mr.  Poormsn.  Her  son  m*  Postmaster  of 
SMw*i11^^r^iiS    i  Santa*  is  m  Postmaster.  Thomas 
Shelbyvilie  isnaei   ixxsok    *  s*  (,h41<,T„r  of  ^ntlls  Hanks  end  what 

Sh09ff  ^^se  wSs  t£  *53  in  ^elxodus  and  I  failed 

S^^^^-^w^a^'i^S^  Hanks  torn  in  111.  The 
to  note  ^J^^L^L^y^va  S  in  the  Hanks  family  that  a^ees 
!  tftSr  1  ;t  lnoaffC^e  5!  V  was  so  pleased  to  h.ve  anything 
Igree  thct  I  fell  down  in  not  looking  for  more. 

Tl  ifejfeL  in  1948  I  talked       telephone  to  %lna  L.  Hanks, 
l*  ^S*nd  nvk«  Hanks,  543  South  Efein,  East  Peorie,  111. 
wife  of  Raymond  ^sys. ■  «-n*B»  ^  .  tl)    eJ,n  of  jacoo  Ranks  and 

She  eeid  *.  Hanks,  her  husoand,  *a*  ^k®?*  ^  grandson  of  Charles 
Martha  35h/~jer.  r  ,,  gr-  „rn1fa    q«id  Enoch  was  the  brother  of  ^ill 
S&  ^^1!!^^^^.  and  8«tl. 

u*a    Tjftvmon"  Dykes  wiled  me  in  194©  to  say  that  she  and  her 

D-esiwr.  Mr.  auuanlnga  was  a  trader  on  the  Scoria  Board  of 
Tr^t^KdWao  not  talKd  much  ahoul -Me  Euro  kin  and  had 

Lver  Ti.it.d  Uno °*  ^S^fl ^ve  £3r$5 He, 

accompany  ma  to  Springfiela  one  ttoiiaay.  a    *  gentle- 

said  »«.  high ly j*  Xe^th^  ihree^eara  anf  do 
man.  I  have  not  lived  *  5i  R  ?  * >LEi  f  'And  me,lt :  the  ?eoria  Telephone 


Copy  to  Louis  A.    .Tar r en 


Sincerely, 

Ernest  Ji'.  Bast 


ESTABLISHED  1845 


Engineering  Instruments 

Troy,  N.  Y,  U.  S.  A. 

CAB  LE  "G  U  R  LEY" 

December  29,  1959 


Director, 

Lincolmana  Publishers 
P.  0.  Box  1110 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Sir: 

It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  perhaps  in  your  records 
of  the  Hanks  family  there  might  be  something  about  the 
Benjamin  Hanks'  family  that  would  answer  some  of  the 
questions  on  the  resume  that  I  am  enclosing. 

Yours  very  truly 

W.  &  L.  E.  GURLEY 

Chairman  of  the  Board 


C.E. Smart *C.M.L. 
Enclosure 


Engineering  and  Surveying  Instruments,  Hydrological  and  Meteorological  Instruments,  Paper  Testing 
Instruments, Optical  Instruments,  Reticle  Manufacturing  Facilities,  Standard  Weights  and  Measures 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 
?ort  Wayne, 
Indiana, 

Dear  Dr.  Warren, 

I  have  never  before  been  so  presumptuous  as  to  address  an  author, 
but  ever  since  I  discovered  your  "Parentage  and  Childhood  of  Lincoln, 
I  have  wanted  to  ,vfee  tell  you  how  much    I  have  enjoyed  and  appreciated 
it  through  several  readings. Genealogy  is  extremely  interesting  to  me, 
and  a  book  og  genealogy  with  documentary  proof  cited  for  every  definite 
statement  is  a  rare  treat.  Also  your  vindication  of  the  character  of 
Thomas  Lincoln  is  a  great  service  to  the  memory  of  his  son, and  to  man- 
kind  in  ^geneal  . 

I  must  confess  that  my  interest  in  Hanks  genealogy  is  somewhat  more 
than  generality  husband's  grandmother, Sarah  Elizabeth  Mayhall  Ricketts, 
as  upright  a  citizen  and  as  staunch  a  Primitive  Baptist  as  ever  lived, 
told  her  family  that  her  mother  was  a  Hanks, a  cousin  to  Lincoln's  mother* 

All  of  her  grandchildren  remember  that, but  none  of  them  remember 
any  details, not  even  the  first  name  of  that  great  grandmother. Cne  of 
them  did  know, however, that  her  husband's  name  was  Timothy  May hall, and 
that  they  once  lived  in  Gibson  County, Indiana. 

I  went  to  the  Gibson  County  courthouse, and  found  their  marriage 
there  -  Timothy  Mayhall, Jr.  and  Elizabeth  Hanks, Dec. 19, 1822. 

I  wrote  our  state  library  for  any  Hankses  in  the  1S20  and  I83O  census 
records  for  Gibson  CountyAgain  I  was  rewarded. There  was  a  William 
Hanks  (his  record  is  inclosed)  whom  I  feel  pretty  sure  was  Elizabeth's 
father. Cther  Hanks  marriages  there  seem  to  be  those  of  his  children, 
also. 


I  know  that  Joseph  Hanks, who  died  testate  in  Nelson  County, Ky.  in  1793 
had  a  son  Will i am;  that  William  went  to  Macon  County,  Illinois.  Did  that 
William,  ever  reside  in  Indiana? 

On  page  373  of  Dr. William  E.  Barton's  "lineage  of  Lincoln"  is  the 
1810  census  for  that  William; on  page  377  is  the  census  of  another  Will*., 
iam  who  is  not  identified  in  any  way. Dr.  Barton  merely  notes  that  this 
was  the  younger  William. Was  he  the  older  William' s  son? 

Knowing  that  it  was  you  who  did  the  Hanks  research  in  Kentucky, I  Won- 
der if  you  will  identify  this  younger  Wil  iamliis  record  in  1810  corres- 
ponds very  well  with  that  of  the  1820  record  of  the  Gibson  William, 
although  i  believe  it  possible  that  he  could  be  the  son  of  Joseph. 
This  is  presuming,  of  course,  that  either  of  them  ever  came  to  Gibson  Coun- 
ty. 

in  your  book, on  page  24, you  mention  the  "Indiana  Hank ses". And  on 
page  291you  say, "The  tradition  that  the  Hankses  were  responsible  for 
the  Xndiana  migration  of  the  family  is  held  bj  some  of  the  descendants 
of  William  and  Joseph  Hanks.  "Am  I  correct  in  assuming  from  that  tnat 
William  and  Joseph  came  to  Indiana? 

We  are  elderly  people. l.Iy  husband  is  a  retired  school  principal. 
Neither  of  us  is  in  good  health, so  that  we  can  traxel  and  search  re- 
cords as  we  should  love  to  do  .We  shall  be  deeply  grateful  to  you  for 
any  help  or  advice  in  Identifying  our  William  Hanhs. 

Thanking  you  again  for  your  interesting  and  helpful  book, I  am 

Sincerely  yours, 

Mr s.Ralph  Meadows, 
P.O.  Box  86, 

Newburgh, Ind. 
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CARDS  AND  ADDRESSES  AND  LETTER  HEADS  FOUND  IN  THE 
MANUSCRIPT  UNPUBLISHED  PAPERS  OF  CHARLES  8  CAROLINE 
HANKS  OF  CAMBRIDGE,  MASSACHUSETTS  FROM  1890  S  LATER 


July  -  196  3 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

By  D.  J,  Hanks 

Edward  Hanks  -  Esq  -  Wards  Mill,  Virginia  U.S.A. 

From  M.  D.  Conway  -  Russell  Mansions  -  Southamption  Tow,  London  W.C. 

S.  F.  Hanks  -  Wellville,  New  York  -  Lumber  man 

P.  G,  Hanks  -  Spring  Hill,  Connecticut  -  February  28th,  189  5 
Freight,  Express  and  Telegraph  add  -  silk  throwster 
Willimatic,  Connecticut 

L.  S.  Hanks  -  Madison,  Wisconsin 

John  A.  Hanks  -  Winnebago  City,  Minnesota 

J.  M.  Hanks  -  Florence,  Colorado  -  Real  estate  and  Insurance 
John  G .  Nicolay  -  212  B  Street  L.E. 

Edward  S.  Hanks  -  Springfield,  Massachusetts  -  Plumbing  goods  and 
supplies 

W.  F.  Hanks  -  203  Broadway,  New  York  -  Electrical  Engineer 
Dr.  Horace  Trocy  Hanks  -  756  Madison  Avenue,  New  York 

Hanks  £  Co.  -  461  Henderson  Street  £  163  to  167  Stventh  St,  Jersey  City 
New  York  -  Telephone  call  99 

Cyrus  Hanks  -  Harriman,  Tennessee  -  city  clerk 

L.  M.  Hanks  -  Secretary  -  Madison,  Wisconsin 

F.  G.  Hanks  6  Co.  -  Paris,  Illinois  -  Fresh  S  cured  meats 
Jas.  M.  Hanks  -  Helena,  Arkansas 

Wilbur  F. Hanks  -  Betz  Building  -  Philadelphia  -  Representing  the 
Electrical  Engineer,  New  York 

Charles  £.  Hanks  £  Cto.  -  58  Wm  St.,  C  or  Pine,  New  York  -  Commercial 
Union  Building 

J.  S.  Hanks  -  Spring  Hill,  Connecticut  Manufacturer  of  Machine  Twist 
and  Sewing  Silk 

C.  W.  Hanks  -  No.  245  Broadway,  New  York  -  Real  Estate 

W.  T.  Hanks  -  Eminence,  Kentucky  -  Hard  Wood  and  fancy  finish  a  specialty 
Contractor  and  Builder 

C.  L.  Hanks  6  Son  -  Pipers  Gap,  Virginia 

Mr.  Charles  Stedman  Hanks  -  53  State  Street,  Boston,  Massachusetts 
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Williams  8  Hanks  -  1416  Penna  Avenue  N.W.  -  Washington,  D.  C. 

Steam  8  Mechanical  Engineers  -  Contractors  for  all  kinds  of  machinery 

R.  F.  Hanks  -  Abilene,  Texas 

Lucian  L.  Hanks  -  Madison,  Wisconsin 

J.  L.  Hanks  -  Klamath  Falls,  Oregon 

Horace  T.  Hanks  -  766  Madison  Avenue  -  Manhattan  Island  -  President 
Baptist  Social  Union  of  Manhattan  Island 
Elizabeth  J.  Hanks  -  Rice  Lake,  Wisconsin 

E.  Z,  Hanks  8  cb.  -  Kansas,  Illinois  -  Real  estate  dealers 
Hanks  Dental  Association  -  New  York,  New  York 

Brocklin  office  -  478  Fulton  Street  -  Jersey  City  office  Corner 
Grove  Street 

W.  S.  Hanks  -  Pastor  -  18 41  Bluff  St.  -  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 
Pastor  20  -  M.  P.  Church 

W.  Hanks  Kinney,  A.  M. ,  -  Principal  Lyons  Union  School  -  Lyons,  T^Jew  York 
J.  Lee  Hanks  -  618  W.  Ashley  Street,  -  Jacksonville,  Florida  -  dealer  in 
groceries,  meats  and  feed 

Rev,  W.  S.  Hanks  -  Pastor  -  1841  Bluff  St  -  ?   (no  place  given) 
Dec.  189  7  -  The  3rd  P.  M.  Church  -  5th  Avenue  near  Marion  St 
W.  J.  Hanks  -  Postviile,  Iowa 

Mrs.  Wilbur  F.  Hanks  -  206  West  133rd  St  -  New  York 

L.  L.  L.  Hanks  -  Ph.  D.,  Superintendent  -  Public  Schools  of  Kansas  City, 

Kansas  -  26  School  Bldgs  -  133  Teachers 

Rev.  W.  F.  Hanks  -  Pack's  Ferry,  West  Virginia 

Chas.  G.  Hanks  8  Co.  -  58  William  St.  Corner  Pine  -  New  York 
William  Hanks  -  Livingston,  Montana  -  189  5 

Dr.  Mary  Elizabeth  Hanks,  -  61  East  Oak  Street  -  Chicago,  Illinois 

J.  S.  hanks  -  Gurleyville,  Connecticut  -  Machine  Twist  8  Sewing  Silk 
manufactured. 


50 1  fWeff  5hcd 


On  June-27-1878  Joseph  Hinton  Hanger  M.D.  mar.Lillie  Drury 
Hall,  the  dau.  of  Alfred  &  Rose  Anna  (Drury >  Hall.  Mrs. 
Hamner's  father  was  a  farmer  of  Spencer  Co.Ky.:  born  in  $ 
1812:  mar.  in  Hancock  Co.Ky.  in  1838,  a**^  died  in  Kocfrpofcf 
Ind.,  0ct«.18€l.     Her  mother  was  born  in  St, Mary's  Co.  Md. 
April-5-lS15, and  died  in  Rockport  Ind.,  on  Oct-5-1885. 
Mrs.  Hamner's  g -father  Eli  Hall  a  farmer  of  Spencer  Co.Ky, 
hut  born  in  Va.  mar.  Eliza  Hanks  the  sister  of  Nancy 
Hanks,  who  was  the  mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  This 
makes  Mrs.  Hamner's  father  and  Lincoln  own  cousin.  The 
cousins  were  very  familiar  in  their  younger  days, and  some 
cf  Mr  .Hall  *  s  tendcrcst  recollections  -were  of  the  days  when 
he  and  little  Abe  went  wandering  through  the  wildwood 
together.     Mr.  hall  saw  Lincoln  f  or  the  last  time  just 
previous  to  Lis  setting  out  upon  his  journey  to  Washington. 
They  slept  in  the  sane  room  of  a  hot el, and  went  over 
their  boyhood  days  in  imagination.     Hall  asked  Lincoln  if 
he  was  not  afraid  of  assassination,   and  received  the  reply 
that  he  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Almighty,   and  if $od  had 
any  use  for  him,  he  would  preserve  his  life;  if  not  he 
might  be  killed  for  aught  he  knew.     Mr. Hall  died  as 
recorded  above  , before  Lincoln's  career  as  President  had 
borne  much  fruit.  Mrs 

Mra.  Hamner  is  Dead. 

This  was  copied  from  the  "Bistory  of  Union  Co, Kyi 
Prehaps  you  have  seen  this  but  I  am  taking  the  liberty  of 
sending  it  tc  you  for  fear  thatyou  have  not. 

The  Hamners's  lived  at  Spring  Grove  Union  Co.Ky.  at  the 
same  time  I  did,  when  I  was  a  very  little  girl, 

Copied  by    Georgis  Floyd  Ballard, T Henderson  Ky, 


R.HOWARD  BLAND,  President, 


United  States  Fidelity  and  Guaranty  Company 


JOHN  O.  SMITH 


PHONE:  106 


AGENT 


GEE  BLOCK 


LAWRENCEVILLE.  ILL.. 
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My  Grandmother  on  my  mothers  side  was  Louisana  Hanks  Smith  (that  you  may 
not  be  confused^ my  mothers  maiden  name  was  Smith  and  she  marrfedd  a  SMITH, 
not  related, and  I  am  a  SMITH  from  both  sides) 

My  Grandmother  Louisana.  Hanks  Smith  died  April  22nd- 19 28  at  the  age  of 
NflDNETY  FOUR  (94)  her  fathers  mame  was  Hezekiah  H  Hanks  from  West  Virginia 
and  her  mothers  name  was  Elizabeth  Hardesty  and  their  childrens  names  were 
as  follows;  William, Louisana, Mary  J(died  in  infancy) Joseph  A  and  Mary  J 
2nd.  My  grandmothers  father  and  mother  died  in  Lawrence  County  Illinois 
and  are  buried  near  Billett , Illinois .  Theydied  when  the  children  were  small 
I  have  aletter  on  file  from  my  great  Uncle  Joseph  A  Hanks  dated  February 
2nd-1909  and  in  this  letter,  in  answer  to  my  letter  he  sgrys  "In  regard  to 
relationship  with  Lincoln;his  mother  was' my  fathers  sister  beyond  a  doubt 
(D  often  heard  my  father  speak  of  his  sister  Nancy  and  his  Nephew  ABE 
LINCOLN" 

I  have  often  talked  with  my  grandmother  relative  to  this  relationship . If 
you  have  any  information  relative  to  the  "HaNKS  FAMILY"  I  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  from  you. 

Trusting  that  this  lengthy  letter  may  not  be  a  burden  to  you  to  read  and 
that  the  contents  may  not  leave  a  wromg  impression  of  the  writer  as  I  have 
no  thought  or  disposition  to "break  in  to  print"  and  thanking  you  for  past 
favors 


v"ery  truly  yours, 
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